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A TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE LIFE 
OF KATHERINE AGNES MCMILLAN 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 7, 2014 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the life of an 
extraordinary woman, Katherine Agnes McMil-
lan, who passed away at the age of 89 on De-
cember 10, 2013. She was the youngest of 
nine children born to Irish immigrants, John 
Patrick and Margaret Kearns Trumble, and 
was the Valedictorian of her graduating class 
at Sacred Heart Academy. 

Katherine McMillan served in the Navy as a 
nurse, and went on to serve her community 
uncommonly well as a devoted RN for 37 
years at Sequoia Hospital where she worked 
in the Emergency Room and was a legend 
there. 

After retiring from the nursing profession, 
Katherine launched a ‘latchkey’ day care pro-
gram at St. Pius Catholic Church in Redwood 
City, the first of its kind in the Archdiocese of 
San Francisco. She provided quality child care 
for school age children with her trademarks of 
professionalism, discipline and caring. 

Katherine gave generously of her time and 
considerable talents at Serra High School in 
San Mateo, the school her son Robert at-
tended and she loved. She became the first 
woman to earn and be honored with the ‘‘In 
Via Award’’ by this all male school. 

Katherine is survived by her beloved daugh-
ters, Katherine and Mary, her son Robert 
(Julie) and her two adored grandsons, Sean 
and Kenny. 

I had the privilege of knowing Katherine Mc-
Millan for over three decades. With her Irish 
pride and her Boston accent, she was a force 
of nature, a loyal and loving friend, an extraor-
dinary mother, and a woman of great faith. 
She lived her faith in all she did, and every 
day of her life was guided by it. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the life of a woman who will be 
greatly missed by all who had the good for-
tune to know her and never be forgotten. 
Katherine McMillan was a true patriot, a 
woman who loved her family deeply and 
served her community, her church and her 
country with great dedication and joy. For this, 
the entire U.S. House of Representatives ex-
tends its condolences to the McMillan family. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO FRIDA 
BAZAN, WINNER OF 1ST HIS-
PANIC HERITAGE MONTH ESSAY 
CONTEST 

HON. BLAKE FARENTHOLD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 7, 2014 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the winner of the 1st Annual 

Hispanic Heritage Month Essay Contest for 
the 27th Congressional District of Texas. 

Ms. Frida Bazan, from El Campo High 
School, in El Campo, Texas wrote the winning 
essay, entitled ‘‘Honoring My Hispanic Herit-
age.’’ I ask that Ms. Bazan’s essay be entered 
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. It reads as 
follows: 

Hispanic Heritage makes a great influence 
in my life because it is a way of life. This cul-
ture is deeply important to me because it rep-
resents who I am, how I live my life, and how 
I view the world. All these characteristics form 
part of my life and personality, which I love, 
and lead me to proudly say that I am honored 
to be Hispanic. 

Hispanic Heritage Month means celebrating 
our heritage by sharing stories and informing 
others of our traditions and customs, while 
honoring where we came from. As we share 
stories about the traditional Christmas posa-
das, Dı́a de los Muertos celebrations, and the 
famous Grito de Independencia, we let others 
know more about our lives and at the same 
time spread our culture. 

As a Hispanic, I have strict, conservative 
parents who have made me the person I am 
today. I have inherited ideas such as being re-
spectful to our elders, the willingness to work, 
attending church, dedicating myself to help 
others, and above all being a strong person 
who overcomes obstacles I may face; these 
are important Hispanic characteristics that 
have been enforced to me by my parents and 
grandparents. All this has helped me during 
my lifetime and will continue to lead me in the 
correct path as I aspire for my life goals. I 
have many goals for my future, and my big-
gest dream is to one day become a physician 
assistant and make a difference in people’s 
lives by helping those in need. My parents 
have taught me to use perseverance and 
never stop fighting for what I want because I 
can reach anything I put my mind to, and I 
know that with their advice and my hard dedi-
cation I can get very far in life. Hispanics are 
people who never give up when it comes to 
accomplishing their life goals and will face 
sacrifices and have dedication to reach their 
goals and persuade others to do the same. 

Hispanic Heritage may fade away in families 
who move to live in the United States and 
adopt another culture. As a Hispanic, I con-
sider it my duty to make sure that my heritage 
is not forgotten. As my parents have done with 
our family, I will ensure that our heritage is 
protected for generations by telling others 
about our traditions and customs. When I 
have a family of my own I will tell them all the 
memorable stories my parents told me about 
our family traditions. I will continue to use tra-
ditions, such as the piñatas, language, posa-
das, dances, and foods, to keep the Hispanic 
heritage alive in my life and inculcate those 
values to my descendants. 

As a proud Hispanic I will never forget 
where my family’s roots initiated. Even though 
I live in a different country with a different type 
of life and traditions, my Hispanic heritage will 
always remain in my memories and deep in 
my heart. 

Congratulations to Frida Bazan for writing 
the winning essay. Thank you also for your 
participation in this contest and for sharing 
some of your traditions and customs. Best of 
luck to you in all your future endeavors. 
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IN HONOR OF MR. MARCUS 
KAUFFMAN 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 7, 2014 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Marcus Kauffman, a young 
man who tragically lost his life after being shot 
by home intruders on December 2nd of last 
year. He fought courageously to survive for 
three weeks before succumbing to his injuries. 

Marcus Kauffman, often called Marco by 
friends and loved ones, was an outstanding 
citizen. He selflessly served as a volunteer 
firefighter with the Scotch Irish Fire Depart-
ment in Woodleaf, North Carolina. As a fire-
fighter, Marco heroically put himself in harm’s 
way and displayed immense dedication to the 
safety of others. We are fortunate to have 
brave men and women like Marco who dedi-
cate and risk their lives as firemen for our 
well-being and security. 

Marco’s life was taken much too soon. He 
will be remembered for his extraordinary her-
oism and devotion to his family in the face of 
danger. I applaud Marco for his bravery, and 
I thank him for his heroic and selfless actions. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Kauffman was a proven 
leader in our community, but he was also a 
loving husband, a soon to be father, and a 
faithful friend to many. My wife Renee and I 
will continue to pray for the family and loved 
ones of Marco, including his wife Maryann and 
their unborn child. I hope that they find peace 
in this troubling time. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO SHINER 
HIGH SCHOOL COMANCHE 
MARCHING BAND 

HON. BLAKE FARENTHOLD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 7, 2014 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Shiner High School March-
ing Band on an outstanding accomplishment. 
On Monday, November 4, 2013, the 70-mem-
ber Shiner High School marching band took 
first place in the 1A division of the state UIL 
marching contest at the Alamodome in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

It was the first time in Shiner High School 
history that the marching band won the state 
championship. The band has come close to 
winning in the past, placing second at the 
state level in 2011, and fifth at the state level 
in 2007. 
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